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To the Right Honourable the 
Counteſs of Dorſet and Middleſex. 


MADAM, 
AS == H: bly beg Leave that the 
8882 7 3 ＋ a 
2 enſuing Diſcourſe may ap- 
pear under the Protection of 


—_ 
9 Tour Honour Name, who e 


2 


Greatneſs of Mind and Un- 
common Excellencies, more-eſpecially, occa- 
ſon ſuch Addreſſes, and entitles You to 
bis Dedication, and muſt exact a Ve- 
ration from the moſt Invidious, as they 
render Jou a moſt Illuſtrious Ornament of 
lour Sex. 

But for me to attempt here the Publica- 
n of your Virtues and Pre-eminences, ſo 
wiverſally acknowledg'd by all who have 
tbe Honour of being known to Tour Lady- 
ſip, wou'd be to leſſen Tour Merit, and 
ght more juftly be cenfur*d for Prefump- 
un than Flattery. I do chuje rather to 
imitate that Painter, who perceiving it 
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DEDICATION. 
not poſſible to repreſent to the Life a cer 
tain Parent's Grief for the Loſs of his 
Daughter, drew a Veil over his Face, and 
and tacitly own'd his Inability. 

The following Diſcourſe being Jeſign'd 
to inſtrud an unlearned Auditory in their 
Chriſtian Duty, I hope will prevail with 
Tour Goodneſs to pardon the ImperfeCtiv 
of the Performance. | 

But I had almoſt forgot ti my Part 
only to crave your Pardon for this ree- 
dom, and ſhall ſtudy always to approve 
my ſelf, 


Your Honour's moſt Obedient 


and Humble Servant, 
Seale, Fune 
1718. 


Max. Buck, 
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2 PETER 1.46. 
== making them an Example 


unto thoſe that after ſhould live 
Ungodly. 


105 


: 


HE beſt Precepts are al- 
ways moſt ſucceſsſul, when 
recommended to us by 
the beſt Examples: Such 
was the Law by Moſes's Preference of 
it, Deut. iv. 7. and ſuch the Goſpel, 
| by our Saviour's Practice ; the Lives of 
dhe Prophets under the one, and of 
the Apoſtles under the other, are look'd 
upon as the beſt Paraphraſe upon both 
the Law and the Goſpel.. Now as a 
Limner ſtedfaſtly fixes his Eye on the 
Face, that he may take the more lively 
Draught ; 
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AS 
Draught; [ for a well-drawn Eye, turn 
which way you will, looks you in the 
Face, } ſo ought a Chriſtian to look on 
the Holy Jeſus, the Author and Fin; ſher 
of our Faith, 'till he be transformed in- 
to the fame Image of Holineſs; eſpe- 
cially conſidering that groſs Errors are 
often oBlerved to follow Truth at the 
heels. Our Inſpired Apoſtle having, in 
the firſt Chapter, given ſuch an excellent 
Character of the Primitive Church, and 
of the extraordinary Piety of the Mem- 
bers thereof, gradually deſcends here to 
deſcribe the damnable Hereſies of ſome 
Men, who were in too fair a Probabi— 
lity to make a large Harveſt of unſtable 
and caſi ly-beguiled Souls, many of whom 
follow'd their pernicious Ways, Ser. 1, 
and 2. 

But if to be fore-warned will not make 
us fore-arm'd, yet every thinking Man 
ſhould be afraid raſhly to engage in 
ſuch a ſinful Fellowſhip, as inevitably 
involves our guilty Heads in a ſhare ot 
all thoſe heavy Judgments that poſt after 
{uch Evil-doers, whoſe e Damnation ſlumi. 
bereth a not, ver. 3. Leſt therefore Hu- 


man 


— 


(3) 

man Incredulity ſhould fruſtrate good 
Counſels, and the People ſtill continue 
obſtinate, thinking themlelves moſt, when 
they were leaſt ſecure, our Prince of 
apoſtles proves his Atſertion, by an In- 
troduction of three very ſad Examples, 
(vz.) the Fallen Angels, the Old World, 
yodom and Gomorrha, ver. 4, 5, 6. 

As if he had ſaid, Thus and thus has 
Cod done in the like Cafes in Ages 
paſt ; and being in himſelf immutably 
juſt, he will bring the ſame Judgments 
in the preſent Age, on all thoſe that, 
like them, do live Ungodly. 

The Characters of God's Anger againſt 
all Sin are legible, no-where more, than 
in the ſignal Overthrow of Sodom and 
Comorrha: Which Examples not only 
do publiſh to the World their high Pro- 
vocations which merited ſuch a total 
Deſtruction, but allo declare God's 
Abhortence of all manner of Unrighte- 
oulneſs in all wicked Men; God intend- 
ing, in that amazing Monument of his 
'Vrath, to hold forth an Eternal Warn- 
ug ta all ſucceeding Ages in the World, 
lat, after them, ſhould live Ungodly. 


Now 


(4) 


Now altho' I do not bid Defiance to al 
Commentators, yet I am willing, with 
the ingenious Mr. Calvin, and thy 
ſound Divine and learned Critick Dr 
Hammond, to treat them as a genera] | 
dition to the whole Race of Nil Bhs 


Mankind ; and ſince they need no Fx. 0 
planation, from them I gather this Pro. a 
poſition : Fm 

That Examples are Inſtructions: he: crea 
ther they concern the Demeanour of MW whi 
Man or the Dealings of Cod, they car. Wl the | 
ry Counle] or Caution, Fee Hol. 
Admonition, engraven on them ſo plain-WM or c 
ly, that the moſt llliterate may read W the 
lomething of God and ſomething of MW vhe 
Man in them. mot 

To make my Diſcourſe as entire 1: wh 
I can, I ſhall enquire into the leveral i; | 
Natures ' of Examples, and of the © | 
Extent and Ulſefulneſs, reſerving the U 
Chief for the Branches of my Text. . 

Examples are two-fold: They ate ou 
either of Men, which are Good or Evil; * | 
or of God, which are either Mercies or W 
Judgmen: 1 


1. Ex- 


33 


1. Examples of Men that are good; 
St. Paul gives a ſtrict (though general) 
Charge to all Men to give good Exam- 
ple, eſpecially ſuch as are eminent 1n 
Dignity above others, or have excellent 
Capacities beyond the common Level ; 
their Lights muſt ſhine like Stars in the 
Firmament of the Church or State; for 
great is the Force of good Example, 
which influences both the Believer and 
the Infidel, and provokes the one to an 
Holy Emulation, and either converts 
or condemns the other. As Noah did 
the Old World, God calls Believers 
when and where he pleaſes ; one here, 
another there; Lot in Sodom, tome 
Wines even in Nero's Court, and Ebed- 
4. nelech in Zedekia!s Court. There may 
; "Wb ſome Sons of God in the darkeſt 
cl Corners of the Habitable World; and 


UB he that is not careful and circumſpect, 

4 but voluntarily gives occaſion of ſtum- 
wy bling unto others, not only ſtrengthens 
14 the Hands of Wickedneſs, but diſgraces 


even Religion it {elf , and does, as 
Ex much as in him lies, pull down the 
Sins 


83 
Sins of other Men on his own Head; 
and God Almighty knows we have sim 
enough of our own to anſwer for, we 
need not load our lelves with aches 
Mens Burdens. 


2. There is a Charge given both to 
attend and imitate good Examples, 
Phil. iii. 17. for it is not enough tha 
Holy Men gain our Approbation of their 
good Actions, but we mult Imitate cheir 
Graces, and, in St. Paul's Phraſe, l. 
Followers of them as dear Children; tor 
they are that Cloud of Wiineſjes, tha 
clearer Guide to us, as the Cloud wa: 
to the Iſraelves in the Wilderncs; 
They are Evidences to us of the Effica- 
cy and Power of Divine Grace, and 
the indiſpenſable Neceſſity of a Holy 
Life: Their {ſweet Experiences wil 
facilitate our Labours, if we folloy 
them; if not, they will witneſs againſt 
us at the Laſt Audit, becauſe we would 
neither embrace their Fellowſhip, being 
invited by their Precedent, or be aſlu. 
med by their pious Practices. 
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But under this Head I crave Leave to 
inſert one Caveat, which, I hope, may 
be uſeful to prevent our being miſgui- 
ded for the future, 

No Example of any one mortal Man 
is ſo perfect, that it muſt or can be 
the infallible Guide of all our Conſci— 
ences 3 tho' I confels there are ſome 
Perſons which think every thing imita- 
ble which they find in Scripture ; and 
others, that think nothing warrantable 
that has not a Sanction thence : And 
theſe miſtaken Meaſures of Right and 
Wrong prevail not with a few of the 
Vulgar Sort. To rectify which, I lay 
down this Maxim, That every thing 
we read to be done in Scripture, is not 
a Warrant for us to do the ſame. We 
muſt keep to God's Rule, and not 
Man's ; follow Precepts rather than 
Examples, and Examples only fo far as 
they follow Chriſt Jeſus, according to 
St. Paul, who was a good Caſuiſt in 
Divinity. 


Many good Mens Actions, tho? re- 


vitred in our Sacred Chronicle with 


B 2 out 


(8) 
out Cenſure, are not written for our W Mc 
Examples; all Bible Hiſtories are not MW tha 


intended for Sermons, tho' the whole 


Scriptures are profitable, but every Sen- and 
tence is not uſner'd in with an Ecce, nor MW Mii 
every Period concluded with a Se 
witneſs Phinehas's Action in killing an 
Iſraelite and Moabitiſh Woman, by a MW a4 
divine, not human Warrant, * lo do- hi 
ing, Numb. xxv. 7. which: none may Wl thin 
imitate, unleſs authorized as he was , MW Py 
nor Sampſon's killing himſelf with thc mig 
Philiftines, without a particular Impulic W (vw, 
from Heaven, can clear him from being Zea 
felo de ſe. to 
We muſt not imitate David's Adul- W ver 
cry, Solomon's Idolatry , nor Peter's Per- Wo 
jury; we may not imitate Jonathan's W niſl 
Lye, Rebecca's Fraud; for when the hie 
Scripture tells us, all Men go aſtra), ¶ dien 
and ſometimes walk irregularly, it ta gam! 
citly unplies, no individual Man can ¶ diſe 
be an Unerring Guide; for we ate No 
bound to one Rule, viz. The Scrip- Wine 
ture ; which being granted, no Rule Rule 


ar Precedent is equal to the Scripturcs, 
and. we are to take an Account of 
Mens 


(9) 


Mens Actions, ſo far only as they keep 
that Rule, and they are ſo far obliga- 
tory and directory, and no farther ; 
nd we muſt not oblerve ſo much the 
Miracle as the Moral of Lors Wife. 


2. There are ſome good Mens 
Actions which are of a mixt Nature, 
which have ſomething good and ſome- 
thing not good in them. When St. 
Paul regiſters the famous Acts of thoſe 
mighty Heroes, Gideon, Jeptha, Samp- 
on, &c. he commends their Faith and 
Leal; not their Invaſion and Hoſtility 
to their Neighbours. Beſides, there 
were ſome Actions in the Infancy of the 
World, in which there were great Per- 
miſſions and Indulgences allowed, and 
which were then, but arc not now, Expe- 
dient; we are not now to account Poly- 
amy lawful, becauſe the Patriarchs pra- 
tiled it; nor becauſe Jacob married 
wo Siſters, we therefore may do the 
lame : No, we Chriſtians have ſtrifter 
Rules to walk by. 


Nor, 


(10) 


Nor, 3dly, Actions atteſted and brough. 
to paſs by the eſpecial Providence of 
God, are not our Warrants to do the 
ſame, as Jeroboam's rebelling againſi 
the Houſe of Sun, therefore ie 
may rebel; nor Actions done upon a 
particular divine Command, as the fu. 
crificing Iſaac : Theſe are not our He. 
cedents, without the like expreſs Com. 
mand from Heaven; for theſe Thing: 
were temporal, ſpecial, perlonal, and | 


{o ended. 


4. Actions of good Men done upo! 
abſolute Neceſſity, are not our \War-| 
rants, as David's cating of the Shew- 
bread ; to argue thence that any of u 
may devour all the Portion of the Tent 
ple, is bad Logick, and worle Divinity. 
For the Old Law being changed, all 
dangerous Examples after that Law arc 
changed likewiſe. Elias's fiery Zeal 
under the Law might be commended; 
but Chriſt rebuked his Diſciples when 
they would have acted by the ſame Sp! 


rit. This therefore I conclude, that 
againſt 


CY) . 
zgainſt a ſettled Rule no Example is a 
competent Warrant: For admit the 
Example be according to the Standard, 
t is not the Example, but the Rule, that 
b the Meaſure of the Action. 

But now, I ſuppoſe, {ome deſire to be 
ſatistied, what manner of Examples we 
ae to follow f 


To this I anſwer, 


We muſt not follow a Multitnde to 
4% Exil. 

Yet where there are no Rules, there 
por e may follow good Examples; but 
Var- br all that is holy, good, and juſt, 
eu-. ¶ our Bleſſed Redeemer hath left us many 
if u; WW infallible Rules in the Sacred Records of 
cripture ; and Whoever leaves that 
ue Word of Prophecy, to obſerve Mens 
txamples, ſhall never be reſolved in 


iis Doubts nor ſettled in his Judg- 


Zeal I nent; becauſe there is as much Va- 
ded; MWiity in Mens Opinions and Practices, 
when Wis there is in their Faces; and, to our 
Spi- Comfort be it ſpoken, as well as to 
that Wod's Glory, under the New Teſta- 


ment 


(12) 


ment we have ſo many plain Ryle; 
that we ſtand not in need of ary 
Examples to be Conductors of out 
Conſciences ; tho' I confeſs, good Ex. 
amples are excellent Motives to ex- 
cite and encourage our Obedience to 
thoſe Holy Rules. 

Indeed, we Chriſtians have one 
Great and Perfect Example, the Holy 
Jeſus, who liv'd in ablolute Obcdicnce 
to his Father's Will; and gave us In 
ſtructions how to do the fame. But 
pray obſerve this Caution ; we may 
not, we cannot imitate Chriſt in 
every Thing; for being an extraordi- 
nary Perſon, he was to do extraordi. 
Things, eccentrick to the Orb, and 
beyond the Sphere of bare Humanity : 
We Mortals can only follow his Step 
in the Actions of Morality, in which he 
is our Map and Guide, our Rule 
and Precedent, our Law and judge. 
Wherefore, knowing who we are to im! 
tate, let me beſeech you for God's ſake, 
and for your own Soul's ſake, to put 
on the Lord Jeſus, imitate his umpar 
tial Juſtice, his never-ceaſing 9 
195 ä | E 


103 
his unſpotted Purity, his condeſcending 
Humility, his miraculous Temperance, 
his abundant Patience, his Obedience 
in Private and Publick. Strive, that 
as you have borne the Image of the 
Farthy, ſo you may allo bear the Image 
of the Heavenly. 

Thus much for good Examples, and 
no farther, being propos'd only to 
quicken your Duty, not to Jay a Snare ; 
for the beſt Man may err, and thereby 
delude your Conlciences: But God 
cannot, will not Err. 


di WW Now, in the next Place, my Method 
rd. brings me to treat of Evil Examples. 
and It is ſuch a Demonſtration, which, I 
ty: Wink, is undeniable, that all Mankind 
cp: ue more prone to Evil than to Good, 
ihe er. iv. 22. apt Scholars at bad Lel- 
ule bons, {wimming down the common 
ige. Sream of Corruption, catching Infecti- 
imi- on from the Diſeaſes of other Men; 
Ake, tor where Perſons and Places are wicked, 
put I he immortal Soul is in more Danger 
par of Contagion than our mortal Bodie 
rcy, We in Peſtilential Air. 1 
5 C But 


( 14 ) 
But eſpecially when any Perſons, 
exalted in Dipnity or Office, or cmi 


nent for Holine(s, ſhall fall, there want 


not corrupt Advocates cnough to think | 


the Sin legitimated: Thus Lot's Dangh- 


rer's Inceſt, tho? a Stumbling-block to | 


the Good, is yet defended by ſome, 
notwithſtandi ing the poſitive Prohibition, 
Lev. xvili. 6. 
better Thoughts of Drunkennels, be- 
cauſe Noah was once intoxicated; Adul- 


tery not ſo intollerable a Sin, becauſe 
nor Paſſion 


David was defiled with it ; 
it (elf ſo heinous, becauſe Moſes him- 
ſelf hapned to be Angry ; for if thc 
Gencral turns his Head, 
may think it high time to fly away : 
Expoſtulating thus; 

Who was more Righteous than Pa 
wid, Temperate than Noah, Devout 
than Moſes, and Believing than Peter 


May we not follow ſo good Leaders at 


all times? 


You muſt know then, that theſe Ex- 


amples are recorded in Scripture, not 
to encourage us in the ſame Sins, but 
are {et down as Monuments of Human 


Frailty, 


and many may have the | 


the Soldict: 


(163 


Frailty, and loud Warnings for us to 
avoid the ſame Rocks on which others 
have been Ship-wreck'd. I confeſs, theſe 
fell foully, but not finally; and there 
is ſtill a Diſpute, whether the Church 
did not receive more Advantage by 
David's Repentance, than Scandal by 
his Fall: I tay then, if thou be as De- 
rout as David, and as Penitent as Pe- 
er, thou wilt not then dare to do that 
delignedly, which they did through Sur- 
prize; and if thou fall as they did, 
by that time thou haſt repented as they 
dd, thou wilt beware of ſuch evil Ex- 
amples. Which brings me to my Third 
Head, which, according to my Me— 
thod, I come next to {peak to. 


The Records of Divine Mercies, not 
only to the World in general, hy God's 
ending down his Bleſſed Son our dear 
edeemer, by whom we have the 
Means of preſent Grace, and the Hopes 
of future Gloty : But for a particular 
Catalogue of all his gracious Mercies 
o our particular Nation, had I the 
Tongue of an Angel, I could not ſuf- 

C 2 ficiently 
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ficiently declare them; and it is plea. 
ſant to à pious Soul, to meditate on 
them, or rehearſe the many exemplary 
Inſtances wherein the Lord has exhihi- 
ted the ſignal Tokens of his great Love | 
and peculiar Care towards us of this 
Land, in ſaving our Church and State, } 
when they were both brought to the 


loc 

Brink of Deſtruction. e 
We muſt confeſs, that as many De- Wl his 
liverances as we have had, fo many Mi. der 
racles we have had. SJ a 
And theſe comfortable Showrs and W ud 
refreſhing Dews of God's Mercies, W do 
have not only watered the Publick, but WM for 
every individual Perſon may, and eve- MW and 
ry experienced Saint will ting Davids N und 
Hymn; Pſal. Ixvi. 16. The Bleſſings MW mo 
of every Day, and the Protections of Hat 


every Night, are numerous enough to 
make every Auditor in this Aſſembly to 
become an Eccleſiaſtes to himſelf, and 
ſave me the Labour of Amplification, 
and to repeat the Words of our Ex- 
cellent Litany; O God, we have heard 
with our Ears, &c. 


God's 


(WY) 


ca- God's Mercies ro others are great 
on N Supporters of our Faith; they are in- 
ary ¶ deed excellent Directions how to car 

br WM ourſelves, when reduced to the fame 
ove Wl Exigence our Fore-fathers were in, and 
this W which he has erected as ſo many Lamps 


to enlighten us who dwell in theſe 
gloomy Shades below: Which Thing 
he has often done, to the glorifying of 
bis Grace in his Saints. The Ijraelites 
Mi- themſelves did not enjoy a greater 

bare of God's Mercies, both Spiritual 
ad Temporal, than we have and till 
do: But, alas ! as we vye with them 
for Bleſlings, ſo may we for Sins too, 
and out-doe them much. No Nation 
W under Heaven has received more, or 
W more abuſed Mercics, than we of this 


land. 


Which brings me to my Fourth gene- 
al Head, and principally included in 
my Text, which I almoſt tremble to 
mention, The Examples of God's Judg- 
ments, 

Tho? I am perſwaded, that every 
Man that ſuffers Afffictions, is not ex- 
; poſed 


MT + 
poſed on the Stage of the World as a5 
exemplary Offender : but in ſuch Caſe, 
where God ſpeaks plain, when his Han, 
ſtrikes the Sinner, he points at the Sin; 
for as a Particular of God's Mercics i; 
hard to enumerate, ſo is a Catalogue 
of his Judgments, which are all to 
freſh in our Memories to necd any 
Repetition, ſuch as the Death of Bujh- 
ſbeba's Child; Droplies, Gout, or 
Stone, are the uſual Attendants of that 
ſickly Sin Drunkennels; Apoplexies, 
| Lethargies, and Short Lives, are the 
Rewards of the Laſciviousz waſting of 
Eſtates to the Sacrilegious ; and many | 
more Inſtances of the like ' Nature, 
too long to particularize, It is both 
God's Intention and Expectation, that 
we ſhould learn and amend by other 
Mens Puniſhments ; for when he threat- 
ned ſeverely to puniſh Jeraſ alem, he 
ſaid he would make it an Inſtruction, 
Exel. v. 15. as is well known to all 
who are acquainted with the Hebren 
Idiom. Puniſhment and Amendment 
ſhould go together, one Word in 
the Greek, ra aden, ſignifies to puniſb 


and 


( 19) 
and to teach: Our Engliſh Tongue 
uſes one Word, to expreſs both, 
wit. Correct. 

The Grecian Philoſophers tell us of 
three Sorts of Puniſhments. 

One for the Amendment of Male— 
actors for the future. 


Another for the Honour or Reputa- 


tion of the Governor. 


And a third, to deterr others from 


the like Offences ; as a capital Puniſh- 
ment, when a condemned Perſon dies in 
ſight of many Spectators. 

| Where God ſends down great Mer— 


cies on a People, and they repay him 
wich great Sins, he will puniſh them 


[ith great and ſignal Judgments. 


Now what do theſe Examples teach 
us! 


Anſw. They do teach us theſe fol- 


lowing Leſſons: 


i. To take heed of the malignant 


Nature of Sin, which always draws 


down ſuch diſmal Plagues on our guilty 
Heads. 
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Heads. For as notorious Murtherer, 
on Gibbets for a Terror to others, 
ſo here the Ruin of Sodom and Gomorrha. 
Admah and Zeboim, continues to thi 
Day the Deſolation and Stench of the 
Place. 


2. Theſe Examples do inſtruct us, 
of our own natural Propenſity to (in, in 
as heinous a manner as ever they did 
for the ſeminal Principles of the foulel 
Trangreſſions are in all Mankind. 
The Sodomites Practices, are but Ex- 
poſitions of our own Nature. What 
the worſt of Men act, the Hearts of the 
beſt would be inclined to, without | 
Cod's preventing Grace: For why! 
ſhould God make Sodom an Example, 
but for that very End ? The leveral 
Ages of the World do ditter in their 
other Faſhions, bur Sin is never out 
of Faſhion in any; we of this Age 
do imitate their Pride, Debauchery, 
and Prophaneneſs; and what can we 
agg for our ſelves, but that we ought 

n Juſtice to ſuffer the ſame Puniſh- 


val an; for Sodom and Gomorrha were, 
in 


( 21 ) 


in ſome reſpects, modeſt Sinners, in 


ers WM Compariſon with us. 

TS, 

ba 3. Theſe Examples do inſtruct us of 
re God's Abhorrence of all Sin ; that he 
the 


does as much deteſt, and as ſeverely 
puniſh Sin in the preſent, as ever he 
did in preceding Generations, For as 
his Forbearance ſhews his Mercy, ſo his 
Puniſhments do ſhew his Juſtice ; that 
och Socom, and all other Places, like un- 
leſt to Gomorrba, are to be eſteemed as abo- 


ind. W ninable in his Eyes, as cver heretofore, 
Ex- WY who is in his Holineſs the ſame as ever 
Irs he was, and cannot behold Iniquity 
the 


with any other Eye than that of Indig- 


out WY nation. 


why 

ple, 4. Theſe Examples ſhew us God's 
veral merciful Willingneſs to prevent our 
their WRuin by any means poſſible; he lets 
ut us read the Stories of others, and lays 
Age Ndeir Examples before our Eyes, that 
ct), Wie our ſelves may not be made Exam- 
| We Heles to others; we gain our Schooling 
1910 t other Mens Coſt and Smart. I con- 
ini{h- 


ſs, it is as eaſy for God at once to 


D deſtroy 
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deſtroy all Iſrael, as fo often to incl. 
cate to them his Judgments on Eg ht; 
but he puniſhes ſome, that he may (pare 
others. Now if God has ſuch Mercics 
intermixt with his Judgments, oh! how 
. infinitely {weet are his Mercics in the 


Ways of his Grace 


I crave your Patience for one Infe. 
rence more. 


5. We are here inſtructed how high 


ly Criminal we ſhall be, if after (ud 


* 
— 


3 x 


loud Warnings and repeated Calls fro 
Heaven, we ſtill pertiſt to do wicked 
ly, 1 Sam. xii. lt. This is the highe 
degree of Contempt and Prefumption 

like him who robs in the very Pla 

where his Fellow Thief hangs in Chaing 

We who live in after-Ages, Randi 
i upon the Shoulders of our Fore father 
may plainly ſee wherein others milca 
ried, and how they xertſhed : And 
we ſtumble” at the fame ' Stone of C 
fence, I fear it will be more rollcrad 
for Sodom and Gomorrha than for us 
the Laſt Day. Wherefore, let * | 
* 


( 23, ) 

al- tech you all, for God's ſake, for 
bt; MW Chriſt's ſake, and your own Souls lake, 
are I that you endeavour to make a due Im- 
cies Wocovement of the ſad and bad Examples 
how Wrcciced ; be Mourners for, not be Imi- 
| tle Weztors of their Vices; get Honey out 
of the Lion. The Godly Soul has a 
 Wehymical Art to extract and become 
Inte betrer by other Mens Sins, and other 
Mens Sufferings, to make them walk 
more clolely with God. Above all, 
kt us bleſs God the Sodomites are not 

nour Condition, nor we in theirs. 
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To draw towards a Concluſion, I 
abort you to ponder theſe few Mo- 
ves, 


1. Watch Examples with Faith, as 
ot adulterated or corrupted by the 
Liemy, but exprel(s'd for our luſtru— 
on or Admonition, and believe them 
þ firmly as if they were ſpoken this Day 
St. Peter himſelf, and not by me. 


lizent Obſervation ; deliberately cou- 
D 2 lider 
„ 


2. Watch Examples with deep and 


- TJ 
ſider their Cauſes, their Manner, and 
their Degrees. Let the ſad Example: 
of others ſink into your own Hearts ; 
for the Example being permanent, the 
Oblervation muſt not be tranſcient: 
thole that ride Poſt through a Country, 
can't oblerve ſo much as thoſe who ride 


leiſurely. 


3. Look on them with impartial Ex. 
amination, whether thou thy ſelf an 
not ſuch a one as Vengeance has over 
taken. Are not the ſame Sins againſ: 
the Lord as predominant in thee, a 
in thoſe Galileans on whom the Towel 
of Siloam fell? If fo, hide not that 
Sin that has made ſo many public 
dreadful Examples, as portending Rui 
to thy ſelf alſo, unleſs chy ſincere and 
timely Repentance prevent it, Remembd 
there is no reſpect of Quality; if Cui 
ty, God is as juſt and as able to puuil 
as ever he was; thy Secrecy can't col 
ceal, thy Power protect, nor tl 
Wealth ranſom thee. 
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the W wards to 

| to get out of the Snare 
. fallen into it. Therefore hap] * 
ry, WW thou if thou takeſt Warnin 5 wa 
ide Mens Harms. 629 


2 172 Watch Examples with hum- 
„ g and ſay, Not unto 
E ord, but unto thy Name, and to 
7 P on. Teſ us, be all Honour and Glo 
en. us 
7 

owerl 
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